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TESTIMONIAL OF ALPER HARUN CAGLAR 
Country of origin:  Turkey

After living in England, the Netherlands and France, Alper Harun Caglar arrived in Québec in August 2010.  The 
32-year-old native of Turkey, an architect with a rather nomadic disposition, chose Québec to do his Master’s degree 
and Master’s of Science in green architecture at Université Laval in Québec City. Enchanted by la belle province, he 
has been a permanent resident ever since. Interview with Alper Harun Caglar, a lover of Québec and of winter.

“IN QUÉBEC, PEOPLE ARE WELCOMING...”
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What are your highlights in Québec?
In Québec, you are not judged by your age. 
Employers are more open to new ideas and are 
not afraid to innovate. Also, green architecture 
is growing in Québec. Montréal promises to be 
a leading city on the world stage. Finally, I was 
also drawn by the economic stability of Québec. 
So I decided to stay!

How did your immigration process go?  
After obtaining my diplomas in 2014, I got a post-
diploma work permit and decided to start the 
process to obtain permanent residence under the 
Programme de l’expérience québécoise (Québec 
experience program–PEQ). I had my own business 
and obtained a few contracts here and there to 
acquire more Québec experience. After 13 months, 
I obtained my permanent residence and, a few 
months later, an architectural firm in Montréal 
hired me!

Why did you decide to stay in Québec after 
your studies?
Québec is a bridge between America and Europe. 
There is always something to do! Lots of festivals and 
events let you interact with people. Even in winter, 
there is life! It's great fun. Not to mention the natural 
landscape. After a while, I felt accustomed to my life in 
Québec and more at ease here than elsewhere.

What were your first impressions of Québec?
When I arrived in Québec, I was amazed to see 
just how welcoming, accessible, pleasant, 
open-minded and unprejudiced the people were. 
I would be on a street corner, map in hand to find 
out where I was, and strangers would stop to 
offer to help. I had never seen that anywhere 
else. I quickly made friends in Québec and I was 
even “adopted” by a Québec family who were 
trying to learn Turkish.
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